
Parks
 

From: Don Dickey, ,
 oJ. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2011 8:31 AM 
To: Parks 
Subject: parks ordinance 

Attn: Christine Sansom
 

We are unable to attend tonight's hearing (we are supporting the Sequoia Theatre's Opera showing) hence this
 
E-mail.
 

The Plaza, including the Dick Hiatt mini plaza by the Savings and Loan, looks tacky and run down.
 

This morning at 8:00 AM the Plaza bricks were covered with chalk, dirt, spilled food, wrappers, dog poo, and
 
coffee stains. The Plaza is filthy!
 

The park benches are beat up and broken from children and teenagers jumping on them.
 

If the City cannot afford to steam clean the Plaza often then please ban the chalk, some of which comes from
 
San Franciscans and neighboring communities who drive here so their kids can" draw on the Plaza Bricks." We
 
know because we have talked to the parents. .
 

The Tam railroad car belongs in the park where the many children who use the Old Mill Park can climb all over
 
iUn its place let's have some much needed benches/chairs to replace the railroad car.
 

More than anything let's make the Plaza clean.
 

Thanks for considering our suggestions.
 

Don and Barbara Dickey
 
101 Coronet Ave. 
388-9237 
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Parks 

From: Russell Meeks l.T.... •••~ 
Sent: Sunday, July 10,201112:12 PM 
To: Parks; Parks 
Cc: city clerk; Mike Moore 
Subject: Plaza Ordinance 

Dear City of Mill Valley, 

I wish to express my strong opposition to increasing or intensifying the use of the Downtown Plaza for larger 
groups, bands, comedians, shows, plays,more amplified music, or any other form of larger group activities. These clog 
the streets with traffic, and the noise carries all the way up into the Valley up to our house which disturbs the peace and 
enjoyment of Mill Valley. These types of activities also make it impossible to use and enjoy the Plaza while these 
activities are going on. 

Sincerely, 

Russell L. Meeks 
PO 2250 
Mill Valley, CA 94942 
Mill Valley Resident since 1985 
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Parks 

From: George Cruys [till.••-_••••. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 3:55 PM 
To: Parks 
Subject: Re: plaza ordinance 

As a long-term resident of Mill Valley, I am opposed to the proposed expanded use of the 
square near the Depot. 

It's important to maintain the quality of life for residents and to avoid a circus-like 
atmosphere that often is only of benefit to commercial interests. 

Thank you. 

George Cruys 
170 Throckmorton Ave. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Parks 

From: bea johnson l ._._••••_ 
Sent: Monday, July 04, 2011 4:43 AM 
To: Parks 
Subject: plaza ordinance 

how about a book fair/exchange?
 

Bea
 

Sent from the Great Outdoors.
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Parks 

From: Doug Canepa ,.-_•••••••• 
Sent: Sunday, July 03, 2011 6:57 PM 
To: Parks 
Subject: Plaza Ordinance 

Dear Christine 
The plaza was a wonderful addition to the center of downtown. My father, Jim Canepa along with others was 
very active in bringing about the change from a parking lot to a plaza. In fact the Mill Valley Chamber of 
Commerce may have been the driving force behind this effort. To this day we continue to acknowledge and 
celebrate its existence by co-sponsoring with the Chamber of Commerce, the Wine and Gourmet Food Tasting 
on the plaza, this most recent event being our most successful. The group of concerned citizens gave great 
thought of how this park should be used. I find it interesting that in the notice to discuss use modifications of 
the downtown ordinance the Mill Valley Rec Department called the location "due to its location, a central 
public gathering place", where as the defined definition in the MVMC section 8.37.1 0 says "due to its location, 
in the central commercial section of Mill Valley, is a park for use by the general public on a casual, unstructured 
basis". I think this distinction is important and more accurately defines the square. 

The downtown plaza ordinance correctly identifies and sets the tone for activities on the square. The plaza 
should always and only be used on a "casual, unstructured basis". This doesn't mean there can't be more 
activities. Increased youth, music, comedy, drama and cultural productions are community oriented and 
appropriate. I would fully support increasing these types of uses in the square. I'm leery of so called "larger 
special events". Special events are not necessarily good for business downtown in fact to some residents they 
represent a time to stay away from downtown as it is crowded and there is no parking. As special events 
increase this sentiment is of great concern to us one of the last and largest resident serving business downtown. 

It's clear that the business community and residents were instrumental in drafting this ordinance. It correctly 
dealt with restrictive dates 8.37.025 and use restrictions 8.37.020. They should stay intact. The issue of 
commercial activity is key and I'm sure one of the driving forces behind this effort to get a use change. Can a 
farmers market set up shop on the square? I would ask why Whole Foods made them leave their parking lot. 
They need the parking. Why can't the farmers market set up in Community Center parking lot? The Center 
needs its parking. I want to make that same argument for downtown. We need our parking. In addition it isn't 
fair to all of the downtown food operators, retail and restaurant, who pay our business license and pay taxes to 
the city. To have this roving business enterprise take the revenues and leave isn't fair. Food trucks come along 
with this band of operators and they should be disallowed as well. I support keeping the community strong and 
so did the original drafters of this ordinance. I don't support flea markets, art fairs, jewelry shows; commerce 
should not be taking place in this small park downtown. 

I do find it ironic that "No physical changes to the plaza will be heard or considered". The suggestion is being 
made for an intensification of use. At this point no public bathroom or drinking fountain even exists. 
Downtown can't handle its current use level. In some ways this process is backwards. Install a bathroom and 

drinking fountain so sorely needed before looking to increase use. 

In conclusion, I cherish the plaza and am very happy that it is being used as designed. I think there can be 
more activates similar to what takes place now. It is important to respect the original committees design and 
thoughts of use on the plaza. 

Regards 
Doug Canepa 
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Parks 

From: bea johnson • •••••• 
Sent: Saturday, July 02, 2011 7: 11 AM 
To: Parks 
Subject: plaza ordinance 

I am so happy to hear that you are thinking about putting our plaza to use! I do feel that it is under-used.
 
With the European feel of our town, I think it would be great to relocate the farmer's market to the plaza!
 
Other ideas would be hosting
 
-Open Garden Project
 
-an annual beer festival (october)
 
-community garage sale / flea market / antique market (spring)
 
-pumkin carving contest (Halloween)
 
-cooking contest (jams or pies or cookies or soups)
 
-theatre
 
-specific markets (honey fair for ex.)
 
-bingo
 
-trading market (kids clothes fair, tool trading)
 

Thanks for taking the time to read my input. 

Bea 
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Parks 

From: Terry l " 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 9:58 PM 
To: Parks 
Subject: re "Plaza Ordinance" 

Amplified music! forget it, it echoes though the valley and into the hills, it's not what we live in Mill Valley
 
for. After a day at the office this is not what we want, we what tranquility, as well as some roads that are not full
 
of potholes.
 
Thank you, Terry Bunton.
 
Helens Lane.
 

1 



Parks 

From: A Goldade J 3 ; 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 10:00 AM 
To: Parks 
Subject: Downtown Plaza Ordinance 

Hello, 

Not sure if this is the forum, but we would like to see more benches or other seating areas. also, difficult to walk or stand 
with bikes being ridden in plaza area. Maybe 'walk bikes only?' 

Thank you 

A Goldade 
99 Sunnyside Ave 
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Parks 

From: Randy Pacelli."•••••• 
Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 4:43 PM 
To: Parks 
Subject: PLAZA ORDINANCE (June 13, 2011 notice) 

Importance: High 

I would like to comment on the June 13, 2011 'Notice of Parks Commission'- to discuss modifications to the downtown 
plaza ordinance. 

While I approve of ongoing activity in the downtown 'plaza' area, I am concerned about the following: 

NOISE LEVElS: I personally approached the City a few years to contest the 'power washing' of the plaza 
that was being conducted in the middle ofthe night we have a noise pollution ordinance 
that the City supervisors made an exception for to complete the power washing 

process. 

Larger functions with amplified music would produce the same noise pollution. Those not 
living 

like us in the downtown area can drive back to their homes away from the noise we 
cannot do 

the same. 

Would there be 'time period' restrictions?? Not later than 7PM?? 8PM????? 

TRASH: More activity in the plaza area (more functions & larger functions) would produce much more 
debris/trash 

in the area. What resources does the City have to pick up and remove the added debris??? 

We have a number of Mill Valley residents who portray themselves being 'green'. Those of 
us living downtown 

have to live with the debris, trash, coffee cups, animal feces, overflowing trash containers 
etc. that are daily reminders of 

how many MV residents do not think about the environment. 

PARKING: Larger, more frequent activity results in more parking/traffic congestion. Will there be ' 
shuttle's to these events? 

What precautions have been discussed to address the increased congestion ??????? 

Thank you for taking these items into consideration during your upcoming meeting. 

Randy Pacelli 

Randolph J. Pacelli 
54 Miller Ave 
Mill Valley, CA. 94941 
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6/29/11 

Mill Valley Park and Recreation Commission 
Re: Downtown Plaza Guidelines 

Dear Commissioners: 

As long-time residents who have seen and helped the conversion of a parking lot and 
bus stop to our now much loved town plaza, we have some suggestions and desires. 

We encourage greater use for more public events. 
We like events like the Wine tasting, but it should never be allowed to exclusively fence 
off everyday users of the Plaza. As in the past, and in all other cities, tasters need only 
be identified by wrist bands or buttons or wine glasses. There is no need to exclude 
citizens and families with children from the use of our public space. 

Also the views below show the City created traffic hazard where walkers, bikers and 
baby strollers were forced onto the narrow street with cars. It is an insult to pedestrians 

The public Book Depot should be open later to give support and life to the Downtown, 
especially on these summer nights. 

The Square should finally have a convenient toilet accessible at all times 

Consider ways to rid the parking and complete the Plaza as originally designed, to give 
the Plaza its full potential, as a truly great public asset. 

Please acknowledge receipt of these comments with a reply. 

~~~ 
Dart and Esther Cherk 

cc: City Council
 

i
 
DARI"MOND CHERK ARCHiTECT 522, CASCADE DRiVE MILL VAL,LEY CA 94941 415 388862.2,0 


